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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and in light of the following remarks and discussion. 

Claims 1-14 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 5 and 6 are amended, and new 
claims 7-14 are added. Support for the changes to the claims is self-evident from the 
originally filed disclosure, including the original claims, and therefore no new matter is 
added. 

Applicants express thanks for the Examiner's indication that claims 5 and 6 recite 
allowable subject matter, such that the objected to claims would be allowable when rewritten 
in independent form. In response claim 5 is so-amended. Claim 6 depends from claim 5. 
Allowance of claims 5 and 6 is therefore requested. 

In the Office Action claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,944,779 to Szlaga et al. (Szlaga). It is requested that the 
rejection of the claims be withdrawn, and that the claims be allowed, for the following 
reasons. 

The present invention, as recited in independent claim 1 , is directed to a sealing and 
safety device for filling a body with a liquid using a nozzle. Specifically, independent claim 
1 recites that the device includes at least one valve capable of opening, in the event of excess 
overpressure in the body, only towards external atmosphere so as to create a passage allowing 
an escape of at least one of liquid and gas from the inside of the body directly to the external 
atmosphere. 

The claimed invention can provide numerous advantages. By way of specific non- 
limiting examples, when excess overpressure occurs in the body, such as due to fire or 
explosion, the liquid or gas is vented directly to atmosphere, rather than to another closed 
body or volume such as for pressure equalization. As a result, the body is prevented from 
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bursting or other damage, and the integrity of the body is maintained. Such advantages 
would not be obtained if the liquid or gas was vented to another closed body or volume, as 
the liquid or gas could expand in this closed volume bursting the volume and the hollow 
body. 

Szlaga is directed to a vapor recovery system. The Office Action seems to assert that 
the mounting stem 3 14/auxiliary valve 316 of Szlaga is analogous to the claimed features of 
the valve, as recited in independent claim 1 . ! Szlaga states, however, that "the auxiliary 
valve 316 [is provided] to introduce fuel pressure into passage 168 in a regulated manner . . . 
[such that] a system pressure balance is established on either side of valve 210." 2 Thus, 
Szlaga does not disclose or render obvious the claimed features of a valve capable of opening 
only towards external atmosphere so as to create a passage allowing an escape of at least one 
of liquid and gas directly to the external atmosphere, as recited in independent claim 1. 
Rather, Szlaga discloses the opposite. Therefore, it is submitted that Szlaga does not provide 
the above-discussed advantages provided by the claimed invention. 

For these reasons it is requested that the rejection of independent claim 1 be 
withdrawn, and that independent claim 1 be allowed. 

Claims 2-4 are allowable for the same reasons as independent claim 1 from which 
they depend, as well as for their own features. The allowance of claims 2-4 is therefore 
requested. 

Independent claim 7 is allowable for reasons similar to those discussed above with 
respect to independent claim 1. Therefore, the allowance of independent claim 7, as well as 
claims 8-14 depending therefrom, is requested. 

Consequently, in view of the present amendment, no further issues are believed to be 
outstanding in the present application, and the present application is believed to be in 

1 Page 2 of the Office Action. 

2 Column 17, lines 42-47. 
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condition for formal Allowance. A Notice of Allowance for Claims 1-14 is earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the Examiner deem that any further action is necessary to place this 
application in even better form for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
undersigned representative at the below listed telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, Rr 



Customer Number 

22850 

Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 
(OSMMN 06/04) 




Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney of Record 
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Philip J. Hoffmann 
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